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What is Politics?

Paulo Pliego, TERINE K22 [E bR oe 2 530 X R R 7Bt 2018 et LAl 504 .
GZ X E i U BUA R BN T HE2E O

One of the problematic aspects of politics is that the term politics is defined
differently by different scholars. This paper will try to analyze multiple different
definition of politics to see how the government functions. I will focus on “politics as
allocation”, “politics as us against others”, “Arrow’s possibility theorem politics”, and
Friedrich Hayek’s definition of politics. By analyzing the theoretical argument of each
definition and comparing them, I will describe the most preferred position of politics.

Politics as allocation deals with “the allocation and handling of a resource”
(Poggi, 3). This means that the purpose of politics according to this definition is to
redistribute goods between people. Although politics as allocation tends to divert in
three different sections (custom, exchange, and command), the most influential to the
understanding of politics as allocation is command-based allocation. Without a
command-based allocation, the other two sections of politics as allocation would not
function properly. The reason is that “It is demonstrably clear that neither custom nor
exchange, nor both together, can do all the allocating that has to be done. There are
bound to be contingencies that cannot be met except by command-based allocations”
(Poggi, 4). Therefore, for allocation to fully function, the government must allocate
some of the resources.

The other meaning illustrated by Poggi is the definition of politics of US versus
Them. This concept illustrates the necessity of defending the state against the enemy.
Politics here is defined as the fight for the existence of the collective. The main
emphasis is on the idea that politics is “accordingly concerned with setting and
maintaining the boundaries between collectivities, and in particular with protecting
each collectivity’s cultural identity from outside threats” (Poggi, 6). This definition of
politics of us versus them illustrates the idea that politics is a collective of people who
have a similarity whether is culture, geographical, or linguistic. This similarity unifies

the people into a collective and it creates the essence of politics. Therefore, the idea of



us versus them is illustrated by the thought that their existence can be challenged or
destroyed by a different collective with different ideals.

Arrow’s theorem implicitly describes another definition of politics that contrasts
the prior two. The main concept of Arrow’s theorem is the idea that no system can
functionally consider each person’s choice. Arrow’s theorem can be defined as politics
for the people. Arrow’s theorem “significance is that it proves the fundamental
theoretical impossibility of making governmental decisions conform to the
preferences of a majority of the electorate for the basic reason that the will of the
majority will often be unknowable” (Douglas, 70). The theorem proves that it cannot
consider each individual consideration. The politics of Arrow’s theorem is the politics
of the few. Each person is aware of their preferences, but the politicians cannot know
each preference. Therefore, Arrow’s theorem proves that it cannot be the case for
people to choose for themselves.

Politics of allocation focuses on the economic aspects of what a government
should do in order to create a functional system. Politics of us versus them focuses on
protecting the collective from outside threats. Politics from the Arrow’s theorem
focuses on how populism cannot be achieved as there is no system that can take every
consideration. Their main difference lie that the first definition has a basis on
economic thought. It is a liberal argument of international relations and political
economy. The second definition continues the tradition of the realist argument that a
rational state only focus should be its security. The last definition of politics is
government for the people. While the first two definitions concentrate mainly on how
politics govern a state, the third definition appears to focus more on how a state
cannot consider all the preferences of individuals and that the state should mainly
focus on the majority.

The preferred position of the three distinct definitions of politics is “politics as
allocation”. Although it is necessary to include the realist thought that the state can be
destroyed by an outside force, the new thoughts of the liberal school and economists
focuses on economic interdependence and its preventative measures of war is of more
value to me. Although I value security issues, I believe that at least for democratic
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be the priority of any state even if it means that the state should control allocation of
certain resources such as tax revenue, public goods, etc.

One of the missing key dimensions of politics is explained by Friedrich Hayek.
Hayek in his book The Road to Serfdom implicitly argues about a different definition
of politics that closely resembles politics of allocation. Hayek believes in politics of
allocation, but he strongly argues against the politics of command-based allocation. In
this definition of politics, the difference mainly is on how command-based allocation
should be limited or eradicated because each person is responsible of its own
happiness. Hayek’s main argument is that the government focus should be in not
interfering with the free market since an individual is responsible for preferences. If
an individual is not content with an exchange, the individual can find someone else
that will satisfy his preference. In a sense, Hayek argues that individuals are
responsible for where they invest their preferences and if they are discontent, the
individual can find another party that will satisfy their needs.

The definitions of politics analyzed in this paper illustrates how different
scholars view the role of the government. Although each definition has its strong
theoretical arguments, they also include some theoretical weakness. Each definition
encompasses different perspectives of international relation theory and of politics.
Some are concerned with security, others with economic development, and others
with individual choice. There is not a definition that is better than the others, but there
is knowledge that one of the definitions can be more helpful depending on the
circumstances.

The following is a comparative analysis of the state and political regime.

Michael Mann and Robert Dahl analyze what constitutes a state and a political
regime respectively. Mann’s focus is on the importance of a territorial centralized
state, while Dahl’s focus is on democratizing different political regimes once a state is
established. I will briefly explain each authors argument laying the foundation for a
comparative study of the two typologies explained by each author. I discover that
there is no direct relationship between the two typologies, but Dahl’s typology can
function as a successor to the establishment postulated by Mann in his typology.

For Mann, there exists a 2 by 2 topology that constitutes territorial and



centralized form of government, and despotic and infrastructural power. This typology
serves to examine how states can survive and function. Mann argues that for a
despotic or infrastructural state to exist, there must be a territorial centralized state. A
territorial centralized government is when “political relations radiate outwards from a
center to cover a territorially demarcated area, over which it exercises a monopoly of
authoritative binding rule-making, backed up by a monopoly of the means of physical
violence” (Mann, 112). A state can only exist if it satisfies these two conditions. A
territorial centralized government then can diverge into a despotic power or an
infrastructural state. An infrastructural state is when the state has the “power of state
to penetrate and centrally coordinate the activities of civil society through its own
infrastructure” (Mann, 114). On the other hand, a despotic state is the concept of
“state over civil society” (Mann, 113). It “allows the government to do as they please”
(Mann, 113). In a despotic state, “The range of actions which the elite is empowered
to undertake without routine, institutionalized negotiation with civil society groups.”
This illustrates that a despotic government still need to have a territorial centralized
state for the government to use their power for their own benefits.

Robert Dahl also describes a 2 by 2 typology of what a political regime is.
Robert Dahl argues that a political regime will contain an element of public
contestation and inclusiveness. Each element of a political regime will determine if a
political regime is a competitive oligarchy or an inclusive hegemony. Dahl main
emphasis is on analyzing how political regimes can achieve democratization, or as he
calls it, achieve polyarchy. Public contestation is the concept of the number of
elections. Inclusiveness is the percentage of the population that can participate in
public contestation. The more public contestation that a state provides, it “means that
a state or regime becomes more competitive”’(Dahl, 7). This relates to competitive
oligarchy. The more participation there is, the more “it might be said to change toward
greater popularization, or that it is becoming inclusive” (Dahl 7). This reflects the
political regime of inclusive hegemony. Dahl’s postulation focuses more on how a
political regime can change.

The two different typologies analyze different factors and there is no direct

relation between the two typologies. The typology described by Mann deals with how



despotic and infrastructural states need to have territorial centrality in order to exist.
Dahl’s typology deals with how a political regime can be defined depending on its
inclusiveness and contestation. Dahl believes that “for a political system one of the
characteristics of which is the quality of being completely or almost responsive to all
its citizens” (Dahl 2). This idea of Dahl illustrates that a political regime should in
theory serve each citizen using participation and contestation.

Mann would argue that a state can be a despotic power in which the state is over
society. This opposes to the idea of Dahl that argues that a political system should be
responsive to all its citizens. Although Mann is not stating that a political system
shouldn’t be responsive to its citizens, Mann argument is just to illustrate the
difference between a despotic and an infrastructural government. Therefore, since
there is no emphasis on if a despotic government is right or not for the citizens, the
two arguments have no direct relationship.

Mann is mainly describing how a state whether is despotic or infrastructural
essentially needs a territorial centralized government. This idea differs because Dahl
concentrates on the process of democratization. Mann’s concept in a sense serves to
build a state that can fully operate in a centralized manner in a specific territory.
Dahl’s argument can be thought of as the process that succeeds Mann’s argument.
After the government can establish a despotic or infrastructural form of state, then
Dahl’s theory can contribute by explaining how each of those states can move into a
polyarchy. Although there is not a direct relationship between the two typologies,
Dahl’s typology can serve as complimentary to Mann, but neither is necessary to
each’s typology. Mann’s analysis of the state is independent, but Dahls’ typology can
serve to build up from Mann’s analysis.

The typologies are not directly related because contestation or inclusiveness is
“only one characteristic of systems; a characteristic that cannot be interpreted except
in the context of other characteristics” (Dahl, 5). This point illustrates that Dahl is
looking at variables that categorize political regimes while Mann is looking at the
existence of a state. They are not relatable because Mann is looking at the whole
while Dahl is looking at the particulars of a political regime.

Michael Mann and Robert Dahl contribute to the idea of what a government is by



looking at what makes a state, and what determines a political regime respectively.
Both authors illustrate a 2 by 2 typology that focuses on state and political regime.
The ideas postulated by the authors are independent of each other and have no direct
relationship. Although Dahl’s idea can contribute to Mann’s article by the process of

changing a political regime after establishing a state.



ErFERHESME+TE “RIEHRR—RITAHR"
B a =k
)

HREIHA, B2 HARRKEER &, JLPEARNR ., X—FR 0
FAHE T 1964 FEH AR R 2GR G ERAHE T — IR IR ARIE, 1 id
iz, HASAT 78R IR e BRI e (a3, X—HErHES I
SR A E I XAILAE E I IEAE AT B SR 7 AN TOAR L AL, A BRI — 284
RES Ak 22 I8 KF IF 5 A

TR RAE H ARG IE R8T, WEEER R, RS REIRAALS. R
o EEX, RAEFR BRI E S, M7 TEH B NEEE, BRI S
L FEHEITI AR I, RAE R AR W2 HAE R RN —. &5,
EZWIE R E R, AREZER. BUT. mASETZ ANLRTESHE. ERET
WVREYT, HAE b7 oRE 2B . VF2 Nl e EoOE s R A
Y, PAX S —MURE SAIC R,

YT ARBORS, AERIES B85 9 Al DURBSRAGHE =R, B a4 el
G I 2 R SRR el A REH: R AR AR o LS TR R DR AL A L B2 5 1 1A
FoUE LA S S BB R ) FEUAT S AT 2R BRI AR I S, IR B N2 . 5
R, R ER A AR — T, e an AR A & i . A AR XU 1)
AR DL B SR 06 R o B BE LR, FREEAM B 0 2R 50K 1) S AR R R B &% [ 35 44
A FHR VK I A SO

KTZEHRFAN, N NFEIR) W NAK G RE, 1RZ 2R )
FEAHRVE HRIASCE, T HAR 2242 18] 1 A0 B 2 AR R0 22 2 — T ) At RO
A, BE2H TR E. R WV HMNEZE S0 A Q50 R E
Z—

WZZ o ERE H O R e A 2w, 206, HERMITEEE,
RESH H AT IR AR SEGs M, [R5 ) R R 78 - ANRAE /N K 5 1Y
ZIMAIE AR LG, FRne 3 PO AR 2 AR TR B R . JOHRAE in) @l = R 7 T
L AME A e R 2R W B, ANRE Describe, TMA2&

% Explain.

2TMEE, RN K22 E BRI R G X R 2018 i LHF 2R,



AR WSS, RIRZEZZ 5 2RISR EZE, Rt
K B OB A AR PRI HOK, XA e HoAth A H BEAT IR A SCIR S XU
[7] i 5 58 M At 2308 LA 204 B0 R S 8 AR A B BATR M T — KR
TRl (EBRATRENSE 522 S HERRER M. AR ME 2 AL,
A I B A2 X BATT A K — P BBtk o XA UM S22 2 — ARG (15 30, B2
X ERATRA B2 2 T51

MEZAR R RKFRENFLIREHVEL

AR R

4R 5 RIHAZ 25, X HARENGREBEEMALT . BREHR TS, —
ANBLFABRANE o M0 H HANARE A AL o =N RO R BRI,
B 5 A KR, 25 NP5 E . BREHA —BE W, #Bahika
RATTE, HET I WA B TR R, HERARNIGR T .

MR YL, SN [ PRk 2 AR 2 B0 — MRR Bk, B2 — S XER T
Plzo N T MRS, BAE 7B REBATHT T, TR Te st g Ranf, A%
MEREFIIGRIFE 2. K5R, ZARAMMINE. UINZEF R FIFED, XLl

28FPRNG, AR R 2 [ ROk 2 55 4 DR A 7T e 2018 i L BIF e



HARERGE D k. 17 HIE W U554 [ A H RS Al UOS JE IR T s
BRI, SMATES AR AW, JE8n] LT A IE.

230 ZHMSFE, 130 2RI, HIZE R EFRER S BOR AR
WNMERE . HETE S NRINRSC, IR RIRSC, AHEANN,
SE IS AN R 5%, ZOERIVSEEARE 2 . EERB 2 H 7 b g Oz 7 A
B TAE. RTHNAZV, B ERAFFERER. 75k, BRI E bR
RAGHX KR B A S ML TOR S W HINL= . EFAERNLY E, RIS
B EEH LRI 1, 2L AR S EERE S EAE, &
AR ARG PART I 7770 . A E R B LUR B4 A WL E SRR L=

R R
“ ERMEICR I, BEMUGALRE T NARE RS T
BAEVYH , R, Hrer ARG JURERIITE R, i H &8sk, WARRRED
T BB RS, 83 R 7 EIRSEAERT AR R KRR S
NEIEHLE N BRI EEE AT JUSAR S A F R g

295K IR, AR R 24 [ bRk 2 5 4 DR A ST R 2016 2818 LB e



NS
CORFE AN TS, RN BT A RGE R ? 7 AR R R R

R AT 78 23 WO R B 58— AR bR, B 7 — B AR R I,
TR T WK A 78 AT B AR RS (R 9T TP 46 . 25 MEISK, 250 206K, g LE K
H H ARG R W S 2800 s il v, A AT R B R 2R AR, A5 —
FibnitE HiE RS e 5K, WA GRIRXFE R B 24 . WS B 3R, M4
RALSBUA AR FEEZ S KEXRR, ST RXBAEFG1E, RCr5ERK
ERBEF, WIRERGINAZRK R, ISR A @t &, X — A A 5
HhF R

SVOTREAHT, ALK RIESCHE T R IRAE I Hoshiro & A, 28 E HZ 1Y
AT, ARSI A PRAERTIZS H, G M MAE AU H . #2
=F, RAEFE P IR AN NEIE B, MBI 225 K 3 R AR .
XMW H ARSI SR A A EP LR AR KRIRT, A H R A A R
AR B hHERA AR, LS, Sl BRI EEE R AEAE
1925 T FEOCCR P B : 22T “BUNRER” MREd, ©&£E8F
—RHSGE P2 RIAMERE” 1 “ZH” o RESVCRSELIXTT 25,
‘B R REUR W EE, RN RITE, UE TR e VIHEYSAE B
L, BRI, KA, KT




AL AR FESY (F—HAEZAHKSK)

Dinara Rakhimzhanova?®

During this trip to Tokyo, first of all, I was impressed by Tokyo University, as it
was my first acquaintance with this great place. Initially, I assumed that I would most
likely see the usual average modernized university, but instead I saw an old
“landscape museum” with full of history and magic. As if I have visited a castle! I
was struck by the amazing ancient architecture of this university, which is expressed
in a royal style.

We were very warmly welcomed by the organizers of the East Asian Conference
on the Slavic Eurasian Studies, who perfectly dominate several languages, particularly
in Russian.

There was a very pleasant atmospheric environment that helped us to reintegrate
into the workflow.

Further, me with my classmates were doing preparation for participation in the
Conference. My classmates, including professors of our institute, always provided
assistance and support in the preparation process. Our ECNU team was represented
by a united spirit, which means that we were a single, indivisible team, pursuing a
common goal to represent our university with dignity. Thus, we presented our reports
at the conference. The experts listened with attention to all reports. They asked
questions, which was evidence that the reports were relevant, informative and helpful.
Some adjustments were made by experts, and also they have gave future directions
regarding our work, which is a significant impetus for young beginners of our
outstanding university. During my presentation, a scientific expert made a remark that
my topic is very complicated to study and requires further development with such
competent mentors from East China Normal University. And a structured analysis was
given which would help me in the future develop the topic. In addition, we with the
students visited a one-day tour in Tokyo, which brought us closer together.

The organization of the International East Asian Conference on the Slavic

Eurasian Studies was held at the highest level. During the opening ceremony, we were
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given a program of participation in the conference. Time-management for each panel
was strictly observed, and Japanese experts appreciated the work of the participants.
To be participant in this kind of international conference was a great pleasure and
honor. Firstly, I believe that this is an excellent chance to meet with leading thinkers,
experts and researchers in the field of international relations and to gain useful
knowledge, both theoretical and practical. Secondly, I think that this conference
provides many wonderful opportunities to meet new friends from different parts of the
world. Our university has provided a great opportunity for the development of
self-realization. It is very necessary to send students to this kind of conference, as it
has a profound effect on self-awareness period. And to crown it all it raises the
prestige of our university and also promotes intercultural communication and
exchange. I would like to note the high degree of work and organization of our
professors, especially YAN DE XUE and Sergey Biryukov. During the trip, professors
constantly guided us in the right direction and academically prepared us. This fact
shows that highly qualified teachers work in our institute. I made a lot of significant
discoveries for myself, having attended such a high-level conference. This
opportunity given by our university provided a further professional vision of my

future profession.
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