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Is Russia patron or stakeholder?
Patron-client relationships between Russia and Transnistria, an unrecognized state in Moldova
Keiji Sato

Abstract
Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic (PMR), an unrecognized state in Moldova, has drawn more and more attention from the international community by the succeeding incidents of Ukrainian War and the annexation of 4 eastern Ukraine oblasts by Putin’s Russia (as of September 30, 2022). According to some report by Western mass media, PMR, as one of the "traditional pro-Russian states" that have existed since the end of the Soviet era, might collude with the other pro-Russian states such as Donetsk and Luhansk “republics” and challenge to dismantle Ukrainian statehood in accordance with Russia's envisions. However, the process which PMR finally turned to be an unrecognized state was completely different from that of Donetsk and Luhansk in terms of relationships with a patron state, Russia.
The 32-year-PMR history was started at the "declaration of state sovereignty" against Moldova in September 1990. In the aftermath, the international surroundings around PMR have drastically changed from time to time: the expansion of NATO and EU to the east, Color Revolution, Russian-Georgian War, Euromaidan, the annexation of Crimea, and Ukraine War. During that period, PMR has maintained the status of de facto state. Although PMR relatively higher industrial potential than main part of Moldova, it has just 470,000 population in an area of ​​4,000 square kilometers and lacks human and material resources to maintain an independent state. Without doubt, direct and indirect involvements of Russia enable PMR to survive for 32 years as a de facto state. 
PMR expects that Russia is a powerful guard against Moldova that protects its Russian compatriots and provides rich military and economic assistance. However, from the Russian side, PMR was nothing more than a series of unrecognized states created along Russian periphery and Near Abroad and had little economic value despite containing of military strategic value. What kind of value does Russia can identify in PMR, although Russian side cannot expect mutual benefit? Why does Russian have a will to encourage the relationships although fair relationship of mutual aid (give and take) cannot be built? Also, what kind of value in PMR has been generated since Ukraine War for Russia? This presentation analyzes the transition process of Russian-PMR relations during 32 years and discuss mutual profits based on Patron-Client relations. 

