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Abstract
The six-volume History of Civilizations of Central Asia is a collective project sponsored and supervised by UNESCO during 1960s-2000s. As an international historiographical program, it was initiated mainly by the Soviet Union and aimed at demonstrating the centrality and diversity of historical civilizations in Central Asia. Along with the Soviet Union, Afghanistan, China, India, Iran, Mongolia and Pakistan also participated in this enterprise. International experts from the U.S., the U.K., Japan, Hungaria and Turkey also contributed to the fruition of this work. This article explores the trajectory of how “Central Asia” gradually shifted from a geographical idea to a civilizational concept, and how the UNESCO project fits into this trajectory. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It argues that the academic discourse revolving around “Central Asia” in the nineteenth century laid the foundation for the later development of this regional identity. The Russian expansion in Asia and the political imagination of Russian intellectuals corresponding to this process contribute to the fixation of “Central Asia” to Russian territory. Additionally, the Soviet nation-building projects were crucial in the formation of contemporary Central Asian states. Within three decades, the five titular nations of Soviet Central Asia were equipped with full-blown reproduction systems of national culture. During the Cold War, against the backdrop of National Liberation Movement, Central Asian titular nations became the Soviet window to the East. The UNESCO project was conceived and initiated in this period. Although the UNESCO project was initially designed to focus on ancient and medieval civilizations, it unintentionally contributed to the nation-building of Central Asian states in the post-1991 scenario.

