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The International Council for Central and East European Studies (ICCEES) and its national member associations promote scholarship, cooperation, and the free exchange of ideas in diverse disciplines of Central and East European Studies. After a successful 9th World Congress in Makuhari in 2015, our 10th Congress took place virtually from Montreal, Canada in 2021. In 2025 the British association will host the next ICCEES World Congress in London, England. Between congresses we promote regional initiatives by member associations.
One of the most significant developments for us over the past decade has been the emergence of dynamic associations in Japan, China, South Korea, and Mongolia. Inspired by the exemplary leadership of Professor Kimitaka Matsuzato, they made possible the Makuhari congress and remain today the driving forces behind this annual East Asian Conference. With its 11th annual meeting, this Conference is now a well-established tradition and a splendid initiative of regional collaboration by national associations. We congratulate you and commend the organizers of this year’s conference, esteemed colleagues at the Center for Russian Studies at East China Normal University in Shanghai, along with colleagues in Beijing. The best of success to you in the future, and continued growth in our international community.
[bookmark: _GoBack]After 24 February 2022, scholarly organizations and institutions throughout the world published official statements on their websites, and ICCEES did too. Those statements expressed diverse ideas and concerns, each society with its own contextual, cultural views. As the war continued, our associations followed with concern the human dimension of the social and academic upheaval. Among millions of people who fled their homes were young scholars and established professionals desperately seeking ways to continue their academic work. As ICCEES associations mobilized support, it became clear that we were not prepared to respond to a crisis of such proportions. Month after month, new questions arose about how to transition from short-term to medium- and long-term assistance and how to assist in the massive reconstruction project that still lies ahead: rebuilding a country and restoring its education system.
In that effort, as scholars with intercultural knowledge and extensive experience from field research and collaborative projects, we are mobilizing intellectual resources to respond to needs and to build assistance for the long-term. The unprecedented convergence of international relief efforts is not the result of political or ideological alignments. It proceeds from necessity – the recognition of an urgent human need and the impossibility of responding effectively without new modes of international collaboration. As we develop new skills and practices, we know that they will be transferrable beyond the present crisis and prepare us better for future challenges.
The ICCEES consultation on this matter is moving us in two policy directions. Internally, we are strengthening governance through greater attentiveness to national associations. Externally, we are deepening connections with scholars and communities of Central and Eastern Europe, whose histories and cultures we study. In partnership with the global scientific community, we are working across disciplines and fields toward the recovery of science and education in Ukraine.
The goal of building back from rubble and healing unfathomable trauma may seem daunting or unattainable. But we see a path in the natural human impulse that is activated in catastrophes: to focus and set aside lesser concerns, to draw upon untapped energies, and to work together, united as never before toward a worthy goal whose end is not in sight. And we hope that the social bonding and solidarity that are already emerging will also take our international cooperation to a new level.
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