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	Panel title (within 30 words)
	Russia and the Black Sea and Mediterranean Regions in Peace and War: Focusing on Local Actors

	Panel categories (please mark)
	· Anthropology/Cultural Studies
· Arts, Architecture, Museum, Music, Theatre, Cinema 
· Economic History/Economics
· Geography/Urban Studies 
· Gender/LGBTQ Studies
· History
· International Relations/Security Studies/Foreign Policy
· Jewish Studies
· Library/Information Sciences
· Linguistics/Language Pedagogy/Translation
· Literature
· Politics/Law
· Religion/Philosophy
· Sociology/Public Health/Education
· Others (                                   )

	Panel abstract (within 400 words)
	This panel is a spinoff of the Research Project “Russia as a Military Power and Its Impact on the Middle East and the Black Sea Rim” (2018-2022) financed by the JSPS. Without considering local receptivity, it is difficult to explain the Putin administration’s intensifying activities in the Black Sea and Mediterranean Regions during the last decade. How the Putin administration and other Russian actors build mutual relationship with local actors? Aiko Nishikida investigates a dilemma in Israeli diplomacy after Russia’s invasion in Ukraine. It has become difficult for Israel to keep balance between the US and Russia.      Predrag Markovic explains historical, political, and cultural reasons for Purtin’s popularity in Serbia. Atsushi Ogushi argues that local actors in Crimea, Donbas, and Syria played an important role when Russia decided to intervene in these regions.
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	Kimitaka Matsuzato
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	Japan

	
	Affiliation
	University of Tokyo, Graduate School for Law and Politics

	
	Status
	Professor

	
	Workplace address
	Hongo 3-7-1, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, Japan 173-0012

	
	Email address
	kmatsuzato@gmail.com

	
	Phone number
	81-90-3818-6374

	
	Short CV (within 150 words)
	Doctor of Law (1996). Assistant and full professor at the Slavic Research Center, Hokkaido University in 1991-2014. Since 2014, the present position.
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	Japan

	
	Affiliation
	University of Tokyo, Graduate School for Law and Politics

	
	Status
	Professor

	
	Workplace address
	Hongo 3-7-1, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, Japan 173-0012

	
	Email address
	kmatsuzato@gmail.com

	
	Phone number
	81-90-3818-6374

	
	Short CV (Within 150 words)
	Doctor of Law (1996). Assistant and full professor at the Slavic Research Center, Hokkaido University in 1991-2014. Since 2014, the present position.

	Paper 1
	Paper title
	Strategic Dilemma of Israel caused by the Ukraine Crisis in 2022: Denied Neutrality and its Prospect

	
	Paper abstract (within 200 words)
	The Russian military operation against Ukraine which began in February 2022 posed challenges to the international order as well as to the Israeli diplomacy. While being famous for its special relations with the United States, Israel at the same time has maintained close tie with Russia and its predecessor USSR. Based on its historical network of Jewish immigrants, the relationship became simpler and stronger after the end of the Cold War and expanded into trade and military cooperation. However, the Ukraine Crisis forced Israel to be in a severe dilemma. The declared commitment of America to the security of Ukraine did not even leave a choice for Israel to take sides. It became difficult to maintain a neutral stance to the conflict like the other countries in the Middle East. The fully allied position with Washington has a risk of harming tacit strategic coordination between Russia and Israel in the other fields including Syria and Iran. This paper elaborates on these developments and indicates possible prospects.
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	Short CV (Within 150 words)


	Aiko Nishikida graduated from the Faculty of Law, the University of Tokyo then afterwards obtained her Ph.D from the Graduate University for Advanced Studies. She served as Associate Professor of Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies in 2012-2018 and since 2019 moved to the current position. Her research area is Middle Eastern area studies with special focus on Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

	Paper 2
	Paper title
	“Why Putin Is Loved in Serbia?”

	
	Paper abstract (within 200 words)
	Serbia is one of the few European countries where Putin has been extremely popular. Parties are gaining votes in elections claiming fidelity to Russia and Putin. It is partly bottom-up phenomenon, not organized by the state. In addition to traditional links between Serbs and Russians, there are several contemporary reasons for that strange peculiarity. One of them is strong disbelief in the West, especially after the military intervention against Serbia in 1999. Perhaps one of the reasons could be admiration for strong leaders in the local and the regional culture. Even initial research requires a multidisciplinary approach combining public surveys, anthropological studies and interviews. 
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	Short CV (Within 150 words)


	Doctor of Philosophy (1995). Published several books and articles on imaging and stereotyping of others in the Serbian society and culture. Among them are “Belgrade and Europe 1918-1941” (1992); “Belgrade between East and West 1948-1965“ (1996); “The Image of Italy in Serbian Popular Culture and Media“ (2007); “Mental Mapping of Albanians in Serbian Culture, Media and Public after 1945“ (2008). Since 2019, the present position.

	Paper 3
	Paper title
	“Russia’s Military Intervention Decision-Makings: Ukraine (2014), Syria (2015), and Ukraine (2022)”

	
	Paper abstract (within 200 words)
	This paper discusses the decision-making process in Russia’s military interventions in Ukraine (2014 and 2022) and Syria. Although it is well-known that Russia’s political regime has been highly personalized, its decision-making process is understudied. This paper treats security decision-making process, especially military intervention in Ukraine and Syria. It demonstrates that, though the military interventions have been decided by very small number of elites, the interactions between the Kremlin and local actors in the countries have been important. In the cases of Crimea and Donbass, local actors attempted to involve Russia. In Ukraine (2022), it is assumed that Donbass elites played a significant role. This paper also addresses the problem of regime personalization for decision-making, which led to Russia’s disastrous failure in Ukraine.
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	Short CV (Within 150 words)


	Atsushi Ogushi finished his PhD in Glasgow University in 2005 on the Demise of the Soviet Communist Party. After that, he has published books and articles on Russian and Ukrainian politics, including The Demise of the Soviet Communist Party (Routledge, 2008); “Why did CPSU reform fail” Europe-Asia Studies (2008); “Weakened Machine Politics and the Consolidation of a Populist Regime?” Russian Politics (2017); “The Opposition Bloc in Ukraine: a Clientelistic Party with Diminished Administrative Resources,” Europe-Asia Studies (2020). Now he works as professor on Russian politics in Keio University.
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	Research Fellow
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	Short CV (Within 150 words)


	Kohei IMAI is a Research Fellow of Institute of Developing Economies. He received his BA and MA, Ph.D. (Major of Political Science) from Chuo University in Japan, and concluded his Ph.D. in the Department of International Relations, Middle East Technical University, Turkey in 2011. He is the author of many books and articles on Turkish foreign policy and the theory of International Relations in English and Japanese including “Rethinking the Insulator State: Turkey's border security and the Syrian civil war", Eurasia Border Review, Vol. 7, No.1, 2017, and The Possibility and Limit of Liberal Middle Power Policies: Turkish Foreign Policy toward the Middle East during the AKP Period (2005–2011), Lexington Books, 2017.
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