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	Panel abstract (within 400 words)
	This panel is composed of papers shedding original light to the Russo-Ukrainian War. The dominant academic discussion on the war focuses on its geopolitical and military characteristics, problems of Putin’s and (to a much lesser extent) Zelenskyy’s political regimes. Yet the war has opened wider research perspectives. Yang Cheng and Cai Jiafei highlight the Russians’ sense of humiliation caused by NATO and other Western expansion since the collapse of the USSR. Valentyna Romanova explains Ukraine’s unexpected resiliency against Russia’s invasion by its decentralization reform conducted in the several years before the war. Kimitaka Matsuzato tries to explain why Moldova and Transnistria’s politics continued to be relatively calm and domestic-oriented even when the Russian Army was advancing towards Odesa.
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	Doctor of Law (1996). Assistant and full professor at the Slavic Research Center, Hokkaido University in 1991-2014. Since 2014, the present position.

	Chairperson
	Name
	

	
	Country
	

	
	Affiliation
	

	
	Status
	

	
	Workplace address
	

	
	Email address
	

	
	Phone number
	

	
	Short CV (Within 150 words)
	




	Paper 1
	Paper title
	“Emotions Rather Than Reason Do Play a Key Role: Humiliation Cycle and the Origins of the Russo-Ukraine War”

	
	Paper abstract (within 200 words)
	The shortcomings of the existing studies on the ongoing Russo-Ukrainian war are also obvious: first, too much reliance on geopolitical analysis tools. The mainstream view is almost overwhelmingly that the Russia-Ukraine conflict is the latest manifestation of the game between Russia and the Western powers, a "passionate" Russian reaction to the expansionist diplomacy of the U.S. and the West, including the expansion of NATO to the east, and the inevitable result of the struggle for spheres of influence around Ukraine, a strategic pivot country, since the new century. Secondly, it places too much emphasis on the analysis and study of the current situation and future, showing a distinctive "think tank" character. This paper, for the first time, attempts to analyze the role of Russia's humiliation of the U.S.-led NATO expansion since the collapse of the Soviet Union in stimulating Russia's decision to send troops to Ukraine from the perspective of emotional motivation. The author will argue that the "humiliation cycle" has continued to intensify in Russia's dealings with the West since the collapse of the Soviet Union and has played a role at various points in history, such as the Russo-Georgian War, the Crimean Incident, and the 2022 Russo-Ukrainian War.
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	Yang Cheng is a Doctor of Political Science, Professor, and the Executive President of the Shanghai Academy of Global Governance and Area Studies at Shanghai International Studies University, China. He is also Director of the Eurasian Studies Unit, Director of the SCO and Trans-Eurasian Integration Research Center at SISU. Prof. Yang has served seven years in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of PRC and the Chinese Embassy in Moscow as a diplomat with a research focus on international security issues. His in-depth analysis of the Sino-Russian relations, Russian foreign policy in Eurasia, etc. contributed a lot to Chinese foreign policy decision making. He is also an Editorial Board Member of two top journals in South Korea and two in Russia. He had won 6 the Shanghai Philosophy and Social Sciences outstanding achievement awards for his excellent research papers and policy recommendations. His current research interest focuses on China's version of global order and Eurasian regional governance.
Cai Jiafei is a master degree candidate of the Eurasian Studies Unit at the Shanghai Academy of Global Governance and Area Studies, Shanghai International Studies University. 
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	“Ukraine’s Territorial Consolidation in Advance of RF’s Military Invasion: Local Amalgamation and Its Electoral Implications”

	
	Paper abstract (within 200 words)
	This paper seeks to explain Ukraine’s territorial consolidation as a result of local amalgamation that had implications on multilevel elections. The local amalgamation reform (2015-2020) led to merging approximately 11,000 local councils into 1,470 amalgamated ones. Their budgets obtained direct inter-budgetary relations with the central budget, and their duties were broadened, largely at the expense of (sub)regional authorities. While the outcomes of parliamentary, regional, and municipal (multilevel) elections in the 2019/2020 multilevel electoral cycle were significantly more dissimilar than earlier, as a result from the improved electoral performance of non-parliamentary (regional, local) parties, this did not undermine the integrity of Ukraine’s polity. Despite non-parliamentary parties greatly contributed to the growing incongruence of the multilevel party system as a whole, their electoral performance positively affected the scope of congruence between the outcomes of regional and municipal contests.
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	Dr. Valentyna Romanova is a member of the Japan Association of Ukrainian Studies, the Japan Association of Russian and East European Studies, and COST Network Intergovernmental Coordination from Local to European Governance. In 2012- 2016, she was an Elections Reports Editor for, and, since 2017, she has been a co-editor of the Annual Reviews of Regional Elections in the UK journal Regional and Federal Studies. Prior to moving to Japan, Romanova was a Senior Consultant at Ukraine’s National Institute for Strategic Studies, team leader for the “Political Elites of Ukrainian Regions” project of the University of Tokyo, DAAD Visiting Fellow at the University of Jena, as well as Chevening Scholar and Marie Curie Fellow at the University of Edinburgh. Her book “Decentralisation and Multilevel Elections in Ukraine: Reform Dynamics and Party Politics in 2010–2021” is to be published by ibidem-Press (Germany) in Fall 2022.
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	“Fire on the Opposite Shore: Moldovan and Transnistrian Politics Facing the Russian Army Approaching Odesa”

	
	Paper abstract (within 200 words)
	In Spring and Summer of 2022, the Russo-Ukrainian front line lied between Mykolaiv and Kherson. If the Russian Army reaches Odesa, Transnistria will become adjacent to the Russia-controlled area. This will give Russia an opportunity to annex Transnistria, while the EU accepted Moldova as its candidate member country on June 24. Has Moldovan politics lost its traditional cautiousness against geopoliticization of domestic politics, a guarantee having prevented this country from repeating Ukraine’s tragedy? Matsuzato’s fieldwork in Moldova in August-September 2022 revealed that both pro- and anti-Sandu camps do not think it advantageous for Russia to annex Transnistria. President Sandu faces domestic challenges from the Shor Party and the United Left. Her intensifying repression against all (the Shor Party, Lefts, and former Democrats) is also motivated by domestic concerns, while her party continues to pledge for Moldova’s neutrality. After Evgenii Shevchuk’s defeat in the 2016 presidential election, Transnistria has turned into a private possession of a dominant local corporation Sherif. We observed no alternativeness in the 2020 parliamentary and 2021 presidential elections. If Russia annexes Transnistria, Russia will need to endeavor to impose order (navesti poryadok) on Transnistria, which is out of reach for this warring country. As Moldova’s pluralism was conditioned by authoritarian default, the relative neutrality of both Moldova and Transnistria is a product of their inability to become ardent geopolitical fighters in the global struggle.
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	Doctor of Law (1996). Assistant and full professor at the Slavic Research Center, Hokkaido University in 1991-2014. Since 2014, the present position.

	Discussant
	Name
	Lin Wenxin

	
	Country
	China

	
	Affiliation
	Shanghai International Studies University

	
	Status
	assistant research fellow

	
	Workplace address
	No. 1550, Wenxiang Road, Songjiang District, Shanghai, 201620, China

	
	Email address
	2020616@shisu.edu.cn

	
	Phone number
	+86 18810631543

	
	Short CV (Within 150 words)


	Lin Wenxin is currently an assistant research fellow/postdoctoral at Shanghai Academy Global Governance and Area Studies, Shanghai International Studies University. She holds a Ph.D. degree in political science from Columbia College from the Department of Comparative Politics, School of International Relations, Peking University in 2020. 
As a researcher she joins in several projects, has publications in academic journals and give media reviews irregularly on Russian and European intellectual history, state theory and party politics.
Closely related to his research interests, Lin has interest in Russian history and history of Eurasia continent generally.
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